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Lisbon,   belonged  to   a   new   class,   fiercely
anti-clerical,  inspired by  " philosophy,"   by
the  regallst  conception   of  absolute  power.
Such  were  Choiseul  in  France, Aranda  at
Madrid, Tanucci at Naples.    Liberty of the
subject   was   to   all   of  them  an  unknown
idea, voluntary association an act of treason.
But they justified their lawless proceedings
under the specious popular terms of humanity,
freedom,  and   light.    As   Dainien's  attempt
on the King proved the beginning of sorrows
to French Jesuits, so did a like assault on
Joseph of Portugal, September, 1758, enable
his minister, Pombal, to complete the work
already in hand, by which he intended to get
rid of the Society in that kingdom.    They
were accused of regicide;   flung on" board a
number  of transports,   and  shipped off  to
the   Papal   States.    All   the   possessions   of
the Jesuits were seized;   Malagrida, though
charged with  complicity in the  attack  on
King Joseph, was put to death not as a traitor,
but as a heretic.    The real  offence,  which
Pombal   could  not   overlook,   was   that  in
America the Jesuits had opposed a scheme
by which their Indian converts were to be
forcibly taken from the " Reductions " and
transferred to the Portuguese crown.    Para-
guay fell into itsr primitive wildness;   the